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SUBJECT: ANOMALIES IN FMG POLICY RE SOUTHERN AFRICA 
REF: LAGOS 8227 

BEGIN SUMMARY: THREE RECENT TIMES ARTICLES HAVE CALLED 
ATTENTION TO ANOMALIES IN FMG POLICY RE SOUTHERN AFRICA, 
BUT NO SIGN OF IMMINENT FMG ACTION TO CLOSE LOOPHOLES. 

END SUMMARY 

1. PRESS QUERY REPORTED REFTEL CONCERNING ONWARD TRANSIT 
OF AIRCRAFT FROM NIGERIA TO SOUTH AFRICA IS THIRD SUCH 
INCIDENT IN RECENT WEEKS ALLUDING TO ANOMALIES IN FMG 
POLICY VIS-A-VIS MINORITY-RULED ARES IN SOUTHERN AFRICA, 

ALL OF WHICH HAVE INVOLVED DAILY TIMES. 

2. FIRST CASE WAS TIMES ALLEGATION SEPTEMBER 20 THAT 
POLISH CARGO SHIP THEN IN LAGOS HARBOR HAD DELIVERED 
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PROMPTLY AND INDIGNANTLY DENIED BY POLISH EMBASSY. TIMES 
FOLLOWED UP NEXT DAY WITH SEPARATE INVESTIGATIVE PIECE ON 
SALE OF PORTUGUESE PRODUCTS IN NIGERIA NOTABLY MATEUS 
WINES WHICH PROMINENTLY DISPLAYED IN MOST SUPERMARKETS. 

AS TIMES REPORTER NOTED WITH FEIGNED ASTONISHMENT, IMPORT 
AND SALE OF PORTUGUESE GOODS PERFECTLY LEGAL UNDER CURRENT 
NIGERIAN LAW. 

3. QUESTIONED ABOUT TWO TIMES STORIES AS AIRPORT PRESS 
CONFERENCE, COMMISSIONER EXTERNAL AFFAIRS ARIKPO DISMISSED 
OUT OF HAND ALLEGATIONS RE ARMS SHIPMENT BUT PROMISED 
FMG WOULD TAKE ACTION PREVENT FUTURE INFRINGEMENT OF 
WHAT HE CALLED "CLEAR CUT POLICY NOT TO DEAL WITH PORTUGAL 
IN ANY CONCEIVABLE WAY." 

4. COMMENT: TIMES PIECE ON POLISH VESSEL FOCUSED ENTIRELY 
ON ALLEGED ARMS SHIPMENT AND NOT ON FACT THAT VESSLES 
REGULARLY CALL AT LAGOS AND AT SOUTHERN AFRICAN PORTS ON 
SAME VOYAGE. TOLERANCE OF THIS PRACTICE BY BOTH 

SHIPS AND AIRCRAFT IS ONE OF SURVIVING ANOMALIES IN 
FMG POLICY WHICH NOMINALLY REIECTS ANY FORM OF INTER- 
COURSE WITH MINORITY-RULED AREAS OF SOUTHERN AFRICA, 

BUT AS NOTED REFTEL) THERE IS NO IMMEDIATE INDICATION 
FMG PLANS ANY ACTION TO INTERFERE WITH CURRENT PRACTICES 
IN THIS REGARD. SALE OF PORTUGUESE PRODUCTS IS MORE 
VISIBLE, AND THUS MORE EMBARRASSING, ANOMALY, BUT IT 
REMAINS TO BE SEEN WHETHER ARIKPO'S PROMISE OF IMPENDING 
ACTION ON THIS FRONT WILL BE KEPT. OTHER PAPERS HAVE 
NOT JOINED TIMES IN PUBLICIZING THESE ANOMALIES, 

PERHAPS SUGGESTING FMG HAS PASSED WORD THAT IT PREFERS 
AVOID FURTHER PUBLIC EMBARRASSMENT WHILE DEBATING WHAT 
(IF ANY) STEPS TO TAKE. 
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